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The	children	of	Skipton	have	
heard	the	good	news	about	
Jesus	at	the	annual	
Skipton	Holiday	Club	once	
again.	What’s	it	like	to	help	
bring	the	little	children	to	
Jesus?	Teenage	volunteers	
from	Canterbury,	Enya	and	
Serina,	share	their	
experiences	with	fellow 
workers.

Enya
Year 9 student
This	was	my	second	year	being	in	the	
mission	team	that	operated	the	Skip-
ton	Holiday	Club	over	the	winter	holi-
days.	The	two	highlights	of	the	trip	for	
me	were	the	actual	holiday	program	
where	I	was	able	to	look	after	the	
kids,	and	the	time	that	I	got	to	spend	
with	some	people	from	Skipton	after	
the	BBQ	concert	we	had	on	the	last	
Friday.	During	the	program,	I	loved	
spending	time	with	the	kids	because	I	
was	able	to	see	their	cheerful	faces	and	
their	reactions	to	the	stories	and	activi-
ties	that	we	prepared	for	them.	I	was	
glad	that	the	time	we	spent	preparing	

for	the	holiday	club	allowed	me	to	see	
their	happy	smiles	and	that	what	we	did	
made	them	happy.	I	hope	that	they	re-
membered	what	we	taught	them	about	
Jesus	and	that	they	will	always	know	

that	they	are	saved	by	God’s	love.	After	
the	concert	on	Friday,	I	was	able	to	talk	
with	some	teenagers	from	Skipton.	I	
enjoyed	this,	as	I	got	to	know	what	the	

Sim	Secker	is	part	of	the	weekly	
‘Craft	and	Friendship	Group’	
run	by	Pioneers	Cheltenham	
Presbyterian	Church.	Each	
week	they	bring	crafts	they	are	
working	on,	teach	each	other	
different	skills	and	hear	a	short	
Christian	devotion	and	prayer	
time.	They	also	run	quarterly	
Saturday	markets	and	annually	

THE PIONEERS COOK BOOK
give	away	thousands	of	dollars	
to	charities.	They	are	using	their	
gifts	wisely	and	well.	–	Rev.	D	
Brown

The	idea	first	came	to	me	a	couple	
of	years	ago.	The	ladies	at	the	Pioneers	
Craft	Group	were	sitting	about,	chatting	
about	how	we	could	raise	more	money	
for	our	charities.	We	were	munching	
on	the	delicious	biscuits	that	one	of	

the	ladies	had	generously	brought	for	
morning	tea.	

Soon	a	conversation	started	about	
the	biscuits.	Recipes	were	exchanged	
and	I	thought,	‘With	the	wealth	of	
knowledge	here	amongst	the	ladies,	
(some	of	whom	are	rich	in	years),	we	
could	put	together	a	wonderful	cook	
book.’

With	this	in	mind	I	charged	all	the	
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‘We had no idea who God was going to 
bring through our door’

Increasing	numbers	of	Presby-
terians	in	Victoria	are	opening	
themselves	to	the	communities	
around	them	and	offering	them	
the	love	of	Jesus	through	the	
medium	of	English	teaching.	In	
March	more	than	fifty	gathered	
in	Melbourne	for	training	events	
to	prove	the	point.

They	came	from	as	far	afield	as	
Sydney	and	Warrnambool	(a	busload),	
to	be	trained	by	the	Presbyterian	
Church	of	NSW’s	Judy	Rowlands.		
Judy’s	training	is	anything	but	a	dull	
lecture;	she	vividly	models	the	very	

teaching	methods	she	advocates;	
minimising	‘teacher	talk’	and	stressing	
intense	and	varied	student	activity.

Judy	advised	anyone	contemplating	
an	ESL	ministry	in	their	congregation	
to	consult	closely	with	their	Session,	
to	build	a	team,	and	to	commit	the	
enterprise	to	God	in	prayer	from	its	
earliest	stages	of	planning.

Desma	Vanderwert	of	Donvale	and	
Grant	Lawry	of	Canterbury	testified	
to	the	blessing	that	ESL	ministry	
has	brought	to	their	congregations.	
‘When	we	started	our	classes,	we	
had	no	idea	who	God	was	going	to	
bring	through	our	door,’	said	Desma.	

‘Opportunities	for	ministry	have	opened	
up	that	we	never	realised	existed!’	A	
number	of	Bible	Studies	have	sprung	
up	involving	those	who	attend	the	
classes.

Ten	PCV	congregations	currently	
operate	English	Class	ministries,	result-
ing	in	contact	with	over	500	students	
per	year.

The MDC is very thankful to Can-
terbury, Donvale and Scots Church 
Melbourne for hosting these training 
events, and to Judy Rowlands for 
conducting the training.

Participants	came	all	the	way	from	Warrnambool.	

www.ptc.vic.edu.au
A full list of PTC Media CDs and DVDs is available by email on request.

Postage is $2.50 per CD or $3 per DVD set. Please look on the front page of the college 
website for the latest PTC Media catalogue. Contact Mignon Goswell on 0400 880 515 or 

email ptcmedia@hotmail.com.

New MP3 CDs from recent PTC courses...

Receive a 20% discount if you mention 
this ad when you purchase 2 or more of 

these CDs!
Corinthian Christianity	Dr	Bruce	Winter	MA	(Th)	course	 $30.00

Content and Setting of the Gospels	Dr	Bruce	Winter	 $30.00

New Perspectives Issues in the Epistle to the Romans MA(Th) 
course including	public	lecture	(26	hours)	Dr	Guy	Waters					$35.00

ESL Training
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Beltana - there and back again

Holiday Accommodation
CALOUNDRA, 

Sunshine Coast, Qld.
Beachside units from 

$300/wk.
 For details contact Ray on: 

0427990161 or
rayandjean@hotmail.com

Eleven	people	from	the	Noorat	and	
Camperdown	Presbyterian	Churches	
ventured	to	Beltana	in	June.	Beltana	
is	way	out	at	the	northern	end	of	the	
Flinders	Ranges	in	South	Australia.	
Why	Beltana,	you	may	ask?	The	
answer	is	found	both	in	the	history	and	
the	present.

History
In	1903,	a	young	man	completed	

his	theological	studies	at	Ormond	
College,	Melbourne.	After	a	short	stay	
at	a	city	church,	he	moved	to	Beltana.	
Beltana,	at	that	time,	was	a	district	
in	the	middle	of	pastoral,	mining	and	
railroad	construction.	This	young	man	
was	Francis	(Frank)	Rolland.

Arriving	at	Beltana,	he	found	that	
the	conditions	for	the	women	in	the	
outback	were	horrific.	Often	left	for	
several	weeks	at	a	time	with	children,	
they	were	vulnerable	to	a	range	of	
mental	and	physical	illnesses	and	their	
spiritual	condition	was	poor.	Alcohol	
and	physical	abuse	was	rampant.	

After	five	years	of	serving	the	Pres-
byterian	Church	at	Beltana	through	
visits	and	services	at	the	Smith	of	
Dunesk	Church	at	Beltana,	Rolland	
moved	to	Noorat	where	he	ministered	
until	1914.	Rolland	then	volunteered	
to	be	a	chaplain	with	the	AIF	serving	in	
France.	He	later	became	the	Principal	
of	Geelong	College	(1921-1945)	and	
after	decades	of	service	was	knighted.

It	was	during	1912	that	the	Pres-
byterian	Church	sought	to	act	to	
strengthen	the	pastoral	work	of	inland	
Australia.	In	collaboration	with	many,	
Rev	John	Flynn	was	tasked	to	bring	
a	report	to	the	General	Assembly	of	
Australia	in	September	1912.	Where	
did	Flynn	begin?	At	Beltana,	of	course!	
In	five	months	he	travelled	through	
South	Australia,	then	by	boat	up	
the	east	coast	and	on	up	to	Darwin,	
coming	down	to	Perth,	finishing	at	
Melbourne.	He	developed	the	strategy	
of	establishing	a	series	of	Patrol	areas	
where	a	Padre	would	travel	in	and	

through,	providing	
spiritual,	physical	and	
medical	help	to	those	
in	the	outback.	The	
Padres	that	were	se-
lected	were	Christian	
men	who	knew	the	
land	and	were	able	to	
relate	to	the	people	of	
the	outback.	

Rev	John	Flynn	
was	a	nation	builder	
and	was	known	as	the	
Father	of	the	Inland.	
He	sought	to	eliminate	
the	tyranny	of	distance	
and	provide	a	mantle	
of	safety	through	the	

introduction	of	what	would	be	finally	
called	the	Royal	Flying	Doctor	Service	
(RFDS).	One	of	the	key	parts	of	the	
RFDS	was	radio	transmission.	It	
enabled	the	School	of	the	Air	to	be	
established	and	also	provided	com-
munication	between	pastoral	stations	
and	small	communities.	In	Alice	
Springs	and	other	locations,	hospitals	
were	established	and	built	to	serve	the	
people	of	inland	Australia.

So	why	did	people	from	Noorat	and	
Camperdown	visit	Beltana?

Present
Last	year	was	the	centenary	of	the	

establishment	of	the	Presbyterian	In-
land	Mission	(PIM).	On	Saturday	22nd	
September	last	year	all	of	the	PIM	Pa-
dres	throughout	Australia	gathered	at	
Scot’s	Church	Melbourne	to	celebrate	
this	date.	The	following	day,	David	and	
Gae	McDonald	–	current	Padres	of	
the	John	Flynn	Patrol	which	includes	
Beltana,	came	and	visited	the	Noorat	
Presbyterian	Church.	This	visit	was	
warmly	received	on	both	sides.	They	
discussed	the	possibility	of	people	
from	Noorat	visting	David	and	Gae	at	
Beltana,	to	see	where	Frank	Rolland	
ministered	and	the	place	where	inland	
ministry	was	birthed.

The visit
The	team	travelled	by	various	

means	to	Beltana.	Four	men	from	
the	Korean	Presbyterian	Church	
in	Adelaide	joined	the	team	from	
Noorat	and	Camperdown.	Friday	
night	included	introductions,	taking	in	
the	scenes	of	Beltana,	and	meeting	
the	owners	of	Beltana	station,	Laura	
and	Graham	Raglass.	The	Flinders	
Ranges	are	amazing!	On	Saturday,	
a	small	working	bee	fitted	new	glass	
panes	to	windows,	and	did	a	general	
clean	and	tidy	up	to	make	the	building	
ready	for	church	on	Sunday.	Several	
communities	were	visited,	building	on	
the	great	work	that	David	and	Gae	

have	done	thus	far.	
On	Saturday	evening,	we	watched	

a	DVD	at	the	town	hall	about	the	life	
and	ministry	of	John	Flynn.	It	seemed	
fitting	to	watch	this	in	the	place	where	
it	all	began.	On	Sunday	morning,	
Miles	Fagan	preached	at	the	Smith	of	
Dunesk	mission	church	on	Luke	19:1-
10	and	then	we	had	a	Korean	BBQ	
lunch.	We	fitted	in	some	sightseeing	
on	Sunday	afternoon,	with	tea	at	the	
Beltana	Restaurant.	

Reflection
History	is	often	read	in	books	or	

presented	visually.	But	it’s	something	
else	again	to	see	and	walk	around	the	
places	where	men	like	John	Flynn	and	
Frank	Rolland	established	ideas	for	
ministry	that	would	last	the	test	of	time.	
It	showed	us	the	tyranny	of	distance	
that	makes	ministry	so	difficult	in	the	
outback.	But	it	also	made	us	realise	
that	while	we	can	move	large	dis-
tances	in	modern	cars,	this	was	not	
the	case	for	one	of	my	predecessors	
at	Noorat,	Frank	Rolland.	All	of	us	
were	impressed	by	the	tenacity	and	
resilience	of	the	people	of	the	outback,	
and	all	the	more	so	when	we	com-
prehended	the	living	conditions	of	the	
women	and	families.

Christ	Jesus	commanded	Chris-
tians	to	go	and	make	disciples	
throughout	the	world.	It	is	pleasing	that	
going	to	Beltana	we	could	do	just	that.

Rev Miles Fagan 
Noorat Presbyterian Church

For further information and resources go to
Beltana Station website: 

www.beltanastation.com.au

The movie of John Flynn is available from PIM 
for a cost of $15: www.pim.org.au

Biography of Sir Francis (Frank) Rolland is 
available at http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/

rolland-sir-francis-william-frank-8261
			

 The team from Noorat and Camperdown 
Presbyterian Churches:

Rev Miles Fagan, Joel Fagan, David Selman, 
Dorothy Selman, Lynne Patzel, Bayden Patzel, 

Kerry Hicks, Heather Hicks, Jaydyn Sharp, 
William and Sue Bohm.

Miles	Fagan	with	David	and	Gae	McDonald	in	front	of	the	Smith	
of	Dunesk	Mission	Church.
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From	the	moment	I	arrived	in	
Dhaka	I	felt	completely	out	of	
my	comfort	zone.	

From	odorous	drop	toilets,	to	
people	with	missing	limbs	and	deformi-
ties	banging	on	our	car	window	for	
money	so	that	they	can	simply	survive,	
to	rubbish	lining	every	street,	to	the	
shouts	of	stall	holders	only	being	
overpowered	by	the	Muslim	call	to	
prayer	blasting	from	every	speaker	
on	every	street	corner;	it’s	what	every	
documentary	depicts	and	it’s	exactly	
the	reason	I	never	wanted	to	come	
to	Bangladesh.	One	month	suddenly	
felt	like	a	life	sentence.	Actually	jail	in	
Australia	all	of	a	sudden	sounded	very	
attractive.	

Two	weeks	later,	as	I	walked	along	
the	path	besides	the	river	in	Birisri,	
holding	my	Bangladeshi	brother’s	
hand,	I	could	not	wipe	the	smile	off	
my	face.	We	had	just	entered	another	
extremely	poor	Muslim	village	and	
had	been	overwhelmed	again	by	their	
hospitality	and	acceptance	of	another	
Bible	story,	this	time	about	Jesus	
performing	his	first	miracle.	The	air	
smelt	fresh,	the	sun	was	shining	on	
our	backs,	and	we	laughed	along	the	
way	as	we	struggled	to	understand	
each	other.

Our	preconceptions	and	surface	
level	evaluations	often	do	us	no	good	

Don’t put God in a box	
at	all,	as	they	are	generally	far	from	
the	truth.	Bangladesh	at	a	glimpse	is	a	
poor,	neglected,	over	populated	coun-
try	without	much	hope.	The	reality,	
however,	is	that	Bangladesh	is	full	of	
hard	working,	patriotic,	loving	people,	
searching	for	hope.	Their	doors	are	
open,	and	as	we	experienced,	their	
hearts	are	also	open	to	the	Gospel.	
Like	their	luscious	green	rice	fields,	
Bangladesh	has	an	extremely	rich	
harvest	which	God	has	been	prepar-
ing;	all	it	needs	is	the	workers.	

One	day	as	I	walked	through	the	
fields	I	saw	a	magnificent	building	that	
looked	like	a	palace.	As	we	walked	
closer,	a	man	came	out	to	meet	us:	
‘Hello,	my	name	is	Kobil.’	He	invited	
us	in.

Kobil	was	born	in	Bangladesh,	but	
worked	his	way	up	and	got	a	green	
card	to	the	USA.	He	worked	in	New	
York	for	35	years,	and	travelled	the	
world	in	luxury.	Even	though	he	is	still	
a	US	citizen,	he	chose	to	return	to	
Bangladesh	to	retire	in	comfort.	He	
looked	very	young	still	for	70.	I	asked	
him,	‘So	what	do	you	do	now?’	

He	said,	‘Eat!’	
In	fact	he	grows	his	own	ginger,	tur-

meric,	vegetables,	and	even	peanuts	
from	which	he	extracts	cooking	oil.	He	
said,	‘Everything	I	eat	is	organic.’	Kobil	
is	very	happy	with	his	current	lifestyle.	

I	thought,	‘Wow,	wouldn’t	it	be	so	
nice	to	put	my	feet	up	and	retire	like	
Kobil?’

The	same	day	we	met	a	man	
called	Bongkim,	who	at	the	age	of	85	
still	walks	kilometre	after	kilometre,	
praying	in	the	name	of	Jesus	the	Re-
deemer	for	Hindu	and	Muslim	village	
people,	and	they	love	him.	And	he	has	
no	plan	to	stop	any	time	soon.

I	had	to	ask	myself,	‘Which	is	the	
preferred	retirement	plan?’

Again	and	again,	God	altered	my	
preconceptions	and	ignorant	evalu-
ations	of	Bangladesh	and	Bangla-

deshis.	Before	coming	
on	Proshikkhon	I	was	
really	struggling	with	
the	question,	‘How	can	
I	truly	and	genuinely	
love	my	neighbour,	and	
what	would	that	look	
like?’	Time	and	time	
again,	we	were	stopped	
in	the	street	just	to	chat.	
We	were	invited	into	
tea	shops	and	homes.	
We	were	told	that	we	
were	appreciated	in	
Bangladesh.	So	often	
we	heard,	‘Please	come	
and	stay	at	my	house	
and	meet	my	family,	
here	are	all	my	contact	
details.’	And	the	surpris-
ing	thing	is	that	most	of	
these	invitations	were	
from	Muslims.	God	
was	teaching	me	what	
loving	your	neighbour	
looks	like	through	them.	
Not	only	that,	but	he	
also	smashed	my	puny	
worldview	of	Muslims,	
and	also	challenged	my	
view	of	him	and	of	the	
priesthood	of	believers	

Reflections	on	Proshikkhon	2013

Early	each	morning	the	Australian	team	accompanied	the	tribal	leaders	to	villages	where	they	told	Bible	
stories.

Andrew	building	a	relationship	
with	a	man	on	a	bus.

“I	was	
really	

struggling	
with	the	

question,	
‘How	can	
I	truly	and	
genuinely	
love	my	

neighbour,	
and	what	
would	that	
look	like?”
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that	we	have	globally	in	Jesus	Christ.
One	day	in	our	wanderings	we	end-

ed	up	at	a	Christian	shop	in	a	Christian	
village.	We	sat	down	and	many	village	
people	surrounded	us.	Our	Bangla-
deshi	companion,	without	notice,	told	
the	Creation	story	and	started	giving	
applications	of	that	story	for	daily	life.	
Everyone	seemed	tuned-in	to	listen.	
We	ordered	chai	tea.	After	we	finished	
our	chai	we	started	to	make	our	way	
back	home,	but	suddenly	realised	that	
we	had	walked	out	without	paying!

We	went	back	feeling	like	dills	that	
we	hadn’t	paid.	Then	a	Hindu	widow,	
who	had	been	standing	next	to	the	
shop	listening	to	the	Creation	story	
came	up	to	us	and	said,	‘I	would	be	
very	happy	for	you	to	come	to	my	vil-
lage	to	discuss	these	things	with	me.’	
So	we	did.	

She	had	lived	in	the	same	house	
in	the	same	village	for	55	years	since	
birth.	Her	husband	was	a	freedom	
fighter	in	the	1971	war	between	Bang-
ladesh	and	Pakistan,	but	had	passed	
away	in	2000.	She	has	3	daughters	
who	have	all	moved	away,	so	she	is	
very	lonely.	She	was	more	than	happy	
to	have	us	come	and	chat	with	her	
about	the	things	we	learn	from	the	
Bible.	I	was	reminded	that	Jesus	said,	
‘There	are	plenty	of	people	who	would	
be	willing	to	hear	the	Good	News,	if	
only	there	were	people	willing	to	tell	it.’

I	cannot	really	pinpoint	what	

impacted	me	most	on	Proshikkhon,	
because	only	time	will	tell,	but	if	I	felt	
like	God	was	telling	me	one	thing	
it	would	be,	‘Don’t	put	me	in	a	box!	
And	don’t	ever	become	complacent	
with	being	a	Christian	in	Australia.’	
God	is	limitless	in	every	way,	and	his	
ways	are	not	our	ways,	so	instead	of	
seeking	theological	perfection	when	
I	get	back	home,	I	will	endeavour	for	
relational	wholeness,	with	God	and	
with	his	people.	We	are	all	made	in	the	
image	of	God,	be	it	man	or	woman,	
Christian	or	Muslim,	Hindu	or	some-
thing	else,	and	it	is	God’s	desire	that	
we	all	come	to	a	saving	knowledge	
in	him,	through	Christ.	Basic	truths	
as	these	have	become	deep	truths	
for	me	during	Proshikkhon	because	
they	have	gone	past	my	head	and	
penetrated	my	heart.	Proshikkhon	has	
been	a	priceless	time	of	self-discovery,	
people-discovery,	Christ-discovery,	
and	mission-discovery.	It’s	amazing	
what	God	can	teach	us	and	do,	when	
we	are	willing	to	step	outside	of	our	
comfort	zone.

Andrew Hutchens
Ministry Apprentice

Soul Presbyterian Church, Hobart.

Proshikkhon is a life-changing training 
experience in Bangladesh organised by Wycliff, 

APWM and the Bible Students Fellowship of 
Bangladesh.

Village	people	invite	a	Christian	octogenarian	to	pray	for	them	in	the	name	of	Jesus	the	redeemer.

Village	men	were	also	interested	to	hear	Bible	
stories.

“I	was	
really	

struggling	
with	the	

question,	
‘How	can	
I	truly	and	
genuinely	
love	my	

neighbour,	
and	what	
would	that	
look	like?”
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continued from page 1

The Pioneers cook book

ladies	in	the	group	to	bring	me	their	
oldest	and	most	favourite	recipes.		I	
also	collected	some	from	my	elderly	
aunts	(Italians	who	loved	to	cook),	and	
dug	up	some	of	Mum’s	old	recipes	as	
well.	Throwing	in	a	couple	of	my	own,	I	
soon	had	a	healthy	collection.

Finding	a	printer	was	not	easy!	I	
went	around	getting	quotes	from	vari-
ous	companies	and	all	of	them	came	
back	far	too	high.	We	didn’t	feel	that	
we	would	be	able	to	sell	our	little	cook	
book	for	more	than	$10	and	so	in	or-
der	to	make	a	healthy	profit	to	donate,	
we	needed	to	come	up	with	a	cheaper	
way	of	printing.

Firstly,	my	wonderful	neighbour	
kindly	offered	to	help	me	set	the	book	
up	on	his	computer	so	that	the	printers	
would	be	able	to	receive	an	electronic	
copy,	which	was	already	type	set	
and	ready	for	print.		This	was	richly	
rewarded	by	one	of	Margaret	Parsons’	
wonderful	Christmas	Cakes	–	he	was	
delighted.

Secondly,	in	God’s	providence,	my	
husband	and	I	were	travelling	through	
country	Victoria	when	we	came	upon	a	
Market	Day	being	held	in	a	little	town	
called	St	Arnaud.	One	of	the	stalls	was	
promoting	their	work	in	the	printing	
field	and	so	I	stopped	to	chat	to	a	love-
ly	lady	who	turned	out	to	be	the	Centre	
Manager	for	the	St	Arnaud	Community	
Resource	Centre.	She	explained	that	
they	employed	special	needs	people	
from	the	community	and	with	the	help	
of	the	Australian	Government	and	
monies	made	from	work	they	commis-
sioned,	opportunities	were	provided	
for	these	special	needs	people	to	learn	
skills	and	gain	employment.

Perfect,	I	thought,	we	could	help	

them,	and	in	turn	they	would	help	us	
raise	money	for	other	needy	people!	
Several	conversations	later	I	was	
given	a	ball-park	figure	for	what	it	
should	cost	for	50	cook	books	to	be	
printed.

At	this	point	I	decided	I	was	going	
to	raise	all	the	money	for	printing	the	
books	myself	–	all	the	more	profit	for	
donating	to	a	worthy	cause,	and	if	they	
don’t	sell…	well	I	would	worry	about	
that	later.	After	several	
months	of	hard	work	by	
all	involved,	we	decided	
to	launch	the	book	at	our	
Mothers	Day	Market.		It	
was	a	great	success	with	
all	the	books	bar	six	being	
sold	and	$440	being	do-
nated	to	the	Royal	Flying	
Doctors.	I	feel	sure	that	
these	last	six	will	not	last	
long	and	we	are	even	
discussing	the	possibil-
ity	of	a	re-print	for	our	
Christmas	Market.

Our	Mother’s	Day	
Market	was	also	a	
great	success	in	that	
it	raised	nearly	twice	
the	amount	raised	at	
the	same	market	last	
year,	and	so	several	
worthy	charities	will	be	
receiving	just	that	little	
bit	more	this	year.	

St	Arnaud	Commu-
nity	Resource	Centre	
is	to	be	congratulated	
for	their	wonderful	
work	and	assistance	
in	this	venture.	I	
have	endeavoured	
to	spread	the	word	

around,	and	hope	that	they	are	
rewarded	with	further	commissions	
soon.	They	were	thrilled	to	have	been	
part	of	my	little	venture,	and	I	have	
loved	bringing	about	a	cook	book	that	
represents	all	my	wonderful	friends	
from	the	Pioneers	Craft	Group.

Sim Secker
Pioneers Craft and Friendship Group

The	ladies	of	the	Pioneers	craft	and	friendship	group.
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Let the little children come

Continued from page 1

schools	in	Skipton	were	like	and	how	
they	were	different	from	our	schools	in	
the	suburban	areas.	Overall,	I	enjoyed	
all	of	the	experiences	I	had	in	Skipton	
and	I	am	looking	forward	to	coming	
back	next	year.

 Serina
 Year 9 student

The	Skipton	trip	was	the	most	
memorable	and	amazing	experience	
that	I	have	ever	had!

It	was	very	rewarding	and	a	great	
way	to	be	a	disciple	of	God	and	to	
share	the	gospel.

The	trip	has	made	me	closer	to	God	
and	has	made	me	become	more	com-
mitted	in	sharing	the	gospel	at	school.	
When	we	looked	after	the	children,	
it	was	tiring,	but	when	I	heard	them	
dance	along	to	worship	songs	and	tell	
me	memory	verses	it	made	me	realise	
how	much	we	are	blessed.	

Yes,	the	trip	was	at	Skipton	but	I	

was	able	to	take	it	out	into	Melbourne,	
to	school,	to	my	friends	and	even	to	
teachers!	I	feel	that	the	trip	has	also	
made	our	team	bond	more	as	Chris-
tian	friends.

Can’t	wait	till	next	year!

Price	family	farewell
It	was	both	a	happy	and	sad	
day	for	the	church	family	of	St	
John’s	Bendigo	as	we	fare-
welled	Hugh,	Hannah,	Ken,	
Melody,	Harmony,	Joy,	Lucy	
and	Felicity	Price	on	Sunday	
July	28.	

We	were	happy	because	Hugh	
has	been	appointed	by	the	Presby-
terian	Church	of	Victoria’s	Ministry	
Development	Committee	(formerly	
Home	Missions	Committee)	to	take	
up	the	responsibility	of	pastoring	the	
Castlemaine/Carisbrook	Presbyterian	
Churches	as	of	Sunday	August	4th	
–	and	this	is	good	for	the	gospel	in	
Central	Victoria!	But	it	was	also	sad	
because	this	means	that	we	have	had	
to	‘let	go’	a	dearly	loved	part	of	our	

church	family.	
After	commissioning	them	for	

the	work	in	Castlemaine/Caris-
brook	during	our	morning		serv-
ice,	farewells	were	said	during	
lunch	at	which	the	Price	Family	
gave	a	wonderful	rendition	of	
the	hymn	‘He	leadeth	me’.	We	
will	continue	to	pray	that	God	
will	richly	bless	the	preaching	of	
his	Word	and	this	new	ministry	
in	his	name	and	for	his	glory!

Rev Philip Burns
St John’s Bendigo



5fish.mobi
There are many people in the world who
either cannot read or have very poor
literacy. How they can they learn about
Jesus? 5fish is one answer.
Throughout some of the world’s
poorest countries there are
millions and millions of mobile
phones. 5fish enables people to
download the gospel to their
phone in their language.

5fish.mobi is a resource
developed by James Thomas and
others from Global Recordings
Network (globalrecordings.net).
James is a Sydney-based APWM
missionary who now uses the
mobile engineering skills he
gained while working at Telstra
for the gospel.

James is currently under supported financially and is seeking
more people to partner with himself and his wife Christina, so
that this ministry can continue to develop.

If you would like to partner with James then you can contact
him on 0428 209 103 or Global Recordings Network directly
(02) 9899 2211.

Nathan
and
Tomoko
Stewart
The APWM National
Committee recently
accepted Nathan and
Tomoko Stewart as

missionaries to Japan. Nathan and Tomoko are from Browns
Plains Presbyterian Church, Queensland, where Nathan serves as
a pastoral assistant. God-willing they will be assisting one of the
Presbyterian Churches in Osaka in its outreach.

If you would like to find out more about partnering with Nathan
and Tomoko then please contact APWM (02) 9792 1373
office@apwm.org.au or contact Nathan nathan@stewartfamily.id.au

APWM is moving!
God-willing, from
January 2014, the
APWM National Office
will be located within
the grounds of the
Presbyterian
Theological Centre,
Burwood in Sydney.
This will enable the
Director and office
staff to have greater
contact with
theological students,
ministers, elders and church members who visit the PTC.
Burwood is a centrally located and so will be very convenient for
meetings. Details regarding the phone number and postal
addresss will be available later this year. Our web and email
details will stay the same. We’ll be in the very top of the older
building on the corner.

Home Assignment
We currently have some of our Partner Church missionaries in
Australia for Home Assignment.

Motor Yat serves in South
Sudan where he trains elders and
young people. He is based in
Melbourne during his Home
Assignment. Motor has been sharing
with churches in New South Wales,
Tasmania and Victoria. Motor is in
need of increased partnership
support.

Andy and Rosemary Williamson serve at the
Talua Ministry Training Centre in Vanuatu in theological
education. Andy and
Rosemary are based in
Gosford, north of
Sydney, during Home
Assignment. They will
be sharing with
churches in New South
Wales and Queensland.
Andy and Rosemary are
in need of increased
partnership support.

AFTER THIS I LOOKED AND THERE BEFORE ME WAS A GREAT MULTITUDE THAT NO ONE COULD COUNT, FROM EVERY NATION,
TRIBE, PEOPLE AND LANGUAGE, STANDING BEFORE THE THRONE AND IN FRONT OF THE LAMB. (REVELATION 7:9)“ ”

Partnership
THE NEWSLETTER OF THE 
AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION
www.apwm.org.au 8 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point, NSW 2213 | [02] 9792 1373 • national@apwm.org.au

The Australian Presbyterian World Mission exists to glorify God by facilitating the spread of the gospel to people overseas and Aborigines within Australia.
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THIS CHRISTMAS WHY NOT GIVE GIFTS TO YOUR FRIENDS AND FAMILY AND AT THE SAME TIME HELP SOMEONE WHO DOESN’T

HAVE THE BASICS THAT WE TAKE FOR GRANTED? THE ITEMS BELOW CAN PROVIDE FOR THE NEEDS OF CHRISTIANS AND OTHERS IN

OUR PARTNER CHURCHES IN MYANMAR AND EAST TIMOR. ALL GIFTS WILL BE CHANNELLED THROUGH OUR PARTNER

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN THOSE COUNTRIES.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2013

WWW.APWM.ORG.AU

Please note that while the prices above are correct at the time of printing
there are some variations due to inflation overseas and fluctuations in the
exchange rate.

MOSQUITO NET (MYANMAR)
A gift of $6 will enable a child to sleep safely from
mosquitoes which can cause malaria or dengue fever.

BLANKET (MYANMAR)
A gift of $6 will provide a blanket for a child in a rural
school.

UMBRELLA (MYANMAR)
A gift of $6 will will provide an umbrella for a child in a
rural school.

BAG OF RICE (MYANMAR OR EAST TIMOR)
A gift of $20 will provide a bag of rice for a family in
East Timor. A gift of $25 will provide a bag of rice for a
family in Myanmar.

BIBLE COLLEGE BOOK RESOURCES (MYANMAR)

A gift of $30 will provide book resources for the
Reformed Bible Institute in Yangon.

STATIONERY FOR ONE RURAL CHILD (MYANMAR)

A gift of $30 will provide stationery for one rural child
in Chin State, Myanmar.

EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANCE FOR ONE CHILD
(MYANMAR)

A gift of $40 will provide educational assistance for
one year for a child.

MEDICINE FOR BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS
(MYANMAR)

A gift of $50 will provide medicine for students at the
Reformed Bible Institute in Yangon.

VITAMINS AND MEDICINES FOR A RURAL
VILLAGE (MYANMAR)

A gift of $50 will provide vitamins and medicines for a
rural village in Chin State.

GUITAR (EAST TIMOR)
A gift of $60 will provide a guitar for a rural
congregation.

GOAT OR PIG (EAST TIMOR)
A gift of $60 will provide a goat or pig for a pastor’s
family to help them economically.

GENERATOR FOR A RURAL VILLAGE (MYANMAR)

A gift of $300 will provide a generator for use in a
rural village in Chin State, Myanmar.

COMPUTER FOR A BIBLE COLLEGE
(MYANMAR)
A gift of $700 will provide a computer for the
Reformed Bible Institute in Yangon.
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HOW IT WORKS
1. You choose the item(s) on our list that

you would like to purchase for your
friends/family.

2. Send us your order, including payment.
Please note that these gifts are not tax
deductible.

3. We will send you the cards you have
ordered. You are then free to give these
cards to your friends/family for Christmas.
The cards state which gift(s) you have
purchased, on their behalf, for someone
in East Timor or Myanmar. The card does
not state the monetary value of the gift.

4. APWM then sends the money to our
partners in East Timor or Myanmar. They
will then purchase the gifts locally and
distribute them to those in need.

ORDER FORM/PAYMENTS
Please fill out your details and enclose your
payment (cheque or money order made out
to ‘APWM’). Please DO NOT send cash.

If you would like to pay by Direct Deposit
the details are: 

Bank:               Westpac
Account Name:
Australian Presbyterian World Mission
BSB:                 032 260
Account #:     151207

Write your name in the description box and
email finance@apwm.org.au informing us of
your deposit.

Please mail your order form to:

APWM Christmas Catalogue
8 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point NSW 2213 and
we will send you the cards you have ordered.

APWM CHRISTMAS GIFT CATALOGUE 2013 ORDER FORM
     ITEM                                                                                                                         QTY                             COST

     MOSQUITO NET (M) $6

     BLANKET (M) $6

     UMBRELLA (M) $6

     RICE FOR RURAL FAMILY (ET) $20

     BAG OF RICE (M) $25

     BIBLE COLLEGE BOOK RESOURCES (M) $30

     STATIONERY FOR ONE RURAL CHILD (M) $30

     EDUCATION FOR ONE CHILD (M) $40

     VITAMINS & MEDICINES RURAL VILLAGE (M) $50

     MEDICINE FOR BIBLE COLLEGE STUDENTS (M) $50

     GUITAR (ET) $60

     GOAT OR PIG (ET) $60

     GENERATOR FOR A RURAL VILLAGE (M) $300

     COMPUTER FOR A BIBLE COLLEGE (M) $700

     GENERAL DONATION FOR MYANMAR

     GENERAL DONATION FOR EAST TIMOR

     TOTAL

I enclose a cheque / money order for $_____________________________  or

I have made a Direct Deposit of $_________________________________

Please tick here if you do not wish to receive cards and simply want to make a donation
for these items

Please note that if any item is over-subscribed then the money will be allocated to a similar need.

Name __________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________________________________________

suburb __________________________________________________  Postcode _______________

Phone  ____________________________  Email ________________________________________

$

WORKPARTNERS VANUATU DECEMBER 2013
WHEN: 6th to 22nd December.

WHERE: to complete the building of a Presbytery Resource
Centre at Liro village, Paama Island.

COST: Approximately $2,100. We suggest that participants pay
1/3 themselves, approach their church seeking a contribution of
1/3 and then fund raise the remaining 1/3.

WHO FOR?: Committed Christians, minimum age 18 years.

CONTACT: APWM (02) 9792 1373 or national@apwm.org.au or
go to www.apwm.org.au and click the ‘What we do’ tab to go to
the Workpartner page and download an application form or to
get more details.

It is our hope that the December team will be able to complete
the construction of this building along with the people of Liro
village, Paama Island.

Applications and expressions of interest are now open for
our Workpartners Vanuatu December 2013 team.

Please note that we plan to send further Workpartners teams in July and December 2014 to the Talua Ministry Training Centre, Santo, Vanuatu.
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David Jones (Moderator
General of the
Presbyterian Church of
Australia) and David
Burke (lecturer at
Presbyterian Theological
Centre Sydney) visited
Timor Leste in June 2013.
Their visit was part of the
ongoing partnership
between IETPL and
APWM and was for the
purpose of conducting
ministry training at
Liquica for local church
workers.

David Burke writes:

“It was a privilege to visit
Timor Leste for my third
time and help conduct
ministry training with
David Jones who was making his first visit. I notice that both
church and nation are developing. Dilli even has a shopping mall,
food court and lots of young people gathered for the free wifi!

In keeping with recent decisions, the ministry training was
focussed around the three areas of Christian character; Bible and
theology; and ministry skills.

The core sessions were based around Ephesians. We taught a
simple method of inductive Bible study which participants used
over the several teaching sessions, put a lot of emphasis on group
discussion and also gave some model talks on key passages. Our
goals were that people get to know this book, become
comfortable with a simple transferable method of Bible study
and leave with the outlines of several Bible talks ready to go.

High point of this visit? Seeing the Tetun translation of Ephesians
come out of the box and be used for the first time as people ‘got
it’ with the inductive method and started to make good sense of
this book from the Bible. This is the gold standard of training
ministry – equipping local leaders to serve their people well with
the word of the Lord.

Other high points were seeing David Jones have his first motor
bike ride, enjoying a Friday night dinner with church leaders in
Dili and, once again, feeling warmly welcomed and cared for by
people who have become dear to me.

I stayed over for some extra days to talk with the Synod

Moderator (Daniel Marcal)
about next steps in
developing the training
ministry and also preached
to the Dili congregation on
the Sunday. The Dili
congregation waits for the
day when their new church
building is ready to use and
they can expand the work in
the capital city. It strikes me
that this will be a great
venue for future training
visits and make it easier to
bring in people from
elsewhere to help.

There’s plenty to do in Timor Leste and local resources are limited.
The flip side of this is that whatever we do is eagerly received and
makes a positive difference. I’ll be back next June!”

APWM is grateful to PTC Sydney for its partnership in this ministry by
allowing David Burke to serve in this way.
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NATIONAL OFFICE
8 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point NSW Australia  T: 02 9792 1373
Tracey Evans E: national@apwm.org.au
Bruce Campbell E: finance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray T: 02 9792 1373 M: 0421 366 720
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151 E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net

www.apwm.org.au

STATE CONVENERS
Queensland Nathan Stewart E: nathan@stewartfamily.id.au

NSW Robert McKean E: rpmckean@exemail.com.au

Victoria Phil Simmonds E: convener@apwmvic.org.au

Tasmania Norman Shellard E: shellard@tpg.com.au

South Australia Gary Ware E: gjware@internode.on.net

Western Australia Steve Woods E: macstevewoods@yahoo.com

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION

David Jones with Pastor Kris

Two Davids Deliver Rob Duncanson, Darwin, Timor Leste Co-ordinator

East Timor
– Building Progress!
Late last year we reported that land had been purchased in Dili
on which a church building could be be built for the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste. Please join with us in
praising God that work has begun and good progress is being
made.  Thank you very much to those who have prayed and to
those who have contributed to this whole project.

David Burke. Co-ordinator of teaching
programmes.

Dili Church Building.
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Address _________________________________________________________________________

suburb __________________________________________________  Postcode _______________

Phone  ____________________________  Email ________________________________________

$

WORKPARTNERS VANUATU DECEMBER 2013
WHEN: 6th to 22nd December.

WHERE: to complete the building of a Presbytery Resource
Centre at Liro village, Paama Island.

COST: Approximately $2,100. We suggest that participants pay
1/3 themselves, approach their church seeking a contribution of
1/3 and then fund raise the remaining 1/3.

WHO FOR?: Committed Christians, minimum age 18 years.

CONTACT: APWM (02) 9792 1373 or national@apwm.org.au or
go to www.apwm.org.au and click the ‘What we do’ tab to go to
the Workpartner page and download an application form or to
get more details.

It is our hope that the December team will be able to complete
the construction of this building along with the people of Liro
village, Paama Island.

Applications and expressions of interest are now open for
our Workpartners Vanuatu December 2013 team.

Please note that we plan to send further Workpartners teams in July and December 2014 to the Talua Ministry Training Centre, Santo, Vanuatu.
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David Jones (Moderator
General of the
Presbyterian Church of
Australia) and David
Burke (lecturer at
Presbyterian Theological
Centre Sydney) visited
Timor Leste in June 2013.
Their visit was part of the
ongoing partnership
between IETPL and
APWM and was for the
purpose of conducting
ministry training at
Liquica for local church
workers.

David Burke writes:

“It was a privilege to visit
Timor Leste for my third
time and help conduct
ministry training with
David Jones who was making his first visit. I notice that both
church and nation are developing. Dilli even has a shopping mall,
food court and lots of young people gathered for the free wifi!

In keeping with recent decisions, the ministry training was
focussed around the three areas of Christian character; Bible and
theology; and ministry skills.

The core sessions were based around Ephesians. We taught a
simple method of inductive Bible study which participants used
over the several teaching sessions, put a lot of emphasis on group
discussion and also gave some model talks on key passages. Our
goals were that people get to know this book, become
comfortable with a simple transferable method of Bible study
and leave with the outlines of several Bible talks ready to go.

High point of this visit? Seeing the Tetun translation of Ephesians
come out of the box and be used for the first time as people ‘got
it’ with the inductive method and started to make good sense of
this book from the Bible. This is the gold standard of training
ministry – equipping local leaders to serve their people well with
the word of the Lord.

Other high points were seeing David Jones have his first motor
bike ride, enjoying a Friday night dinner with church leaders in
Dili and, once again, feeling warmly welcomed and cared for by
people who have become dear to me.

I stayed over for some extra days to talk with the Synod

Moderator (Daniel Marcal)
about next steps in
developing the training
ministry and also preached
to the Dili congregation on
the Sunday. The Dili
congregation waits for the
day when their new church
building is ready to use and
they can expand the work in
the capital city. It strikes me
that this will be a great
venue for future training
visits and make it easier to
bring in people from
elsewhere to help.

There’s plenty to do in Timor Leste and local resources are limited.
The flip side of this is that whatever we do is eagerly received and
makes a positive difference. I’ll be back next June!”

APWM is grateful to PTC Sydney for its partnership in this ministry by
allowing David Burke to serve in this way.
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NATIONAL OFFICE
8 Sylvan Grove, Picnic Point NSW Australia  T: 02 9792 1373
Tracey Evans E: national@apwm.org.au
Bruce Campbell E: finance@apwm.org.au

NATIONAL DIRECTOR
Kevin Murray T: 02 9792 1373 M: 0421 366 720
E: kevinmurray@apwm.org.au

FEDERAL CONVENER
Alex Shaw T: 0403 778 151 E: alex_4_shaw@internode.on.net

www.apwm.org.au

STATE CONVENERS
Queensland Nathan Stewart E: nathan@stewartfamily.id.au

NSW Robert McKean E: rpmckean@exemail.com.au

Victoria Phil Simmonds E: convener@apwmvic.org.au

Tasmania Norman Shellard E: shellard@tpg.com.au

South Australia Gary Ware E: gjware@internode.on.net

Western Australia Steve Woods E: macstevewoods@yahoo.com

AUSTRALIAN PRESBYTERIAN WORLD MISSION

David Jones with Pastor Kris

Two Davids Deliver Rob Duncanson, Darwin, Timor Leste Co-ordinator

East Timor
– Building Progress!
Late last year we reported that land had been purchased in Dili
on which a church building could be be built for the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church of Timor Leste. Please join with us in
praising God that work has begun and good progress is being
made.  Thank you very much to those who have prayed and to
those who have contributed to this whole project.

David Burke. Co-ordinator of teaching
programmes.

Dili Church Building.
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	 FELLOW WORKERS

Mallisons in northern Australia 
Rod and Dawn Mallinson have served in a
number of church ministries over the years –
both here in Australia and overseas. In 2012
they joined the PIM as part-time workers,
serving the Kimberley Patrol during the dry,
winter months. This year they have stepped
forward to work in the Mount Isa congregation
and through the North Australia Patrol.

The Mount Isa congregation are generous
supporters of the PIM. They have prayed and
given generously to enable gospel ministry to
be extended throughout inland and outback
Australia. Though not large in number, they are
in spirit. The church community is made up of
long standing residents and more recent
arrivals in the remote mining town. Rod and
Dawn have been warmly welcomed.

In 2013 Mount Isa is celebrating the 90th anniversary of its
foundation. Lots of events have been held, with one of major
ones being the Mount Isa Rodeo, which is the second biggest
gathering of its kind in the world. Congregational members, Rod
and Dawn and a wide range of people from other congregations
and community groups banded together to help keep the
Rodeo clean and litter free – raising $7500 in the process for local
school chaplaincy work.

Mount Isa is currently in severe drought as there was no rain in
the wet season last year. Water restrictions are in place and the
dust is a major problem. Pray for Rod and Dawn, as they try to
bring the water of life to many in Mount Isa  and in the North
Australia Patrol to its west.

FEATURE TRACKS
No. 3 2013AN UPDATE FROM THE PIM

PROCLAIMING THE LORD JESUS CHRIST BY WORD AND DEED

TO MOUNT ISA AND BEYOND

Rod and Dawn with two of the three the famous Mount Isa Mines’
smokestacks in the background

Members of the Mount Isa Church with Rod and Dawn Mallison
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VIEWS BEYOND THE FURTHEST FENCE
Photographs communicate, but skilfully composed photographs
can capture the imagination and communicate even more. In the
centenary year of the Australian Inland Mission (AIM), and its
successor ministry in the Presbyterian Church, the Presbyterian
Inland Mission (PIM), it was appropriate that some of the best
photographs taken over this remarkable hundred year period be
brought together.

Not only did John Flynn pioneer a remarkably successful ministry
to the people of the Outback, but also his own personal interest
in photography has ensured that many early scenes and
significant moments related to his ministry were captured and
preserved for future generations. 

Stephen Dyer was commissioned by the PIM to bring together a
collection of historical and contemporary photographs in the
form of a Coffee Table Book. For years Steve Dyer has been
photographing many aspects of the work of the PIM and
sourcing photographs to complete an historical record of the
AIM and the PIM. Many of the photographs in this compilation
have been sourced from the AIM collection at the National
Library of Australia. With great patience, skill and attention to

detail, Steve has
digitally enhanced
them so that again
they can vividly
communicate. We
know that Flynn
himself would have
taken many of the
earlier photographs;
however, insufficient
records fail to allow
the credit to go to him. It is likely he would be happy knowing
that those who look at those collated here will be drawn to the
Outback and the Gospel work conducted there, rather than to
himself and to his talent. 

The book also contains an historical account of the work of the
AIM written by Rev. Stuart Bonnington. Rev. Bonnington is the
Superintendent of the Presbyterian Inland Mission and Pastor of
the Fremantle Presbyterian Church in Western Australia.

The work and ministry of John Flynn cannot be ignored. By the
grace of God he achieved much for this
nation, especially for those who lived and
worked in the remoter regions of this vast
continent. Be inspired as you read this book
and spend time reflecting on the
outstanding photographic images. Lift your
heart in prayer and thank God for the many
workers he both raised up, and then
sustained, to carry out this ministry. Also,
take time to pray for those men and women
that the Presbyterian Church of Australia
continues to send out ‘beyond the furthest
fences’ to communicate in both word and
deed the love of Jesus Christ.

All profits from the sale of the book will go
to support the work of the Presbyterian
Inland Mission.

Orders can be made on-line at
www.pim.org.au or by ringing the PIM office
on (03) 9005 8256.

Name _____________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________ Postcode ________

Telephone ________________________ Email ____________________________

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____   Please debit my credit card for a gift of $ ______

VISA/Mastercard Card no.:  

Expires: ____ / ____   Name on Card _________________________________

Signature _____________________________________

I authorise the PIM to deduct the amount of $ _____ from my credit card

I authorise the PIM to deduct the amount of $ _____ from my credit card each
month until further notice

The PIM Office Mr Michael Timmins – Office Manager
PO Box 4014, Croydon Hills, VIC 3136 • Ph (03) 9005 8256 admin@pim.org.au

Padres meet on Strzelecki Track 
On their most recent patrol during July and August David and
Gae McDonald of the John Flynn Patrol in South Australia, left
their base in Whyalla, travelled to Port Augusta and then
proceeded to patrol along the Barrier Highway to Yunta. The
McDonalds turned north and visited properties all the way up to
Lake Frome. They followed the Strzelecki Track to Innamincka.

It was in this tiny but famous settlement that in 1924 our founder
Dr. John Flynn placed the first of the famous ‘Border Sisters’ and
in 1929 opened the AIM Hospital. At Innamincka, David and Gae
met Greg and Janet Cripps of the South Queensland Patrol, who
themselves  were on an extensive patrol that had begun in the
Charleville area three weeks earlier.

David and Gae McDonald and Greg and Janet Cripps outside the
'old' AIM Hospital at Innamincka 

MEETING AT INNAMINCKA
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	 FELLOW WORKERS

which God has done for His people through the Lord Jesus
Christ, which are both the source of enabling and motivation for
the works of ministry and mission God’s people are called to
carry out. The great imperatives of doing justice and loving
kindness flow from the indicatives of His great redeeming work
which His people have experienced, and which we experience
through Jesus.

The service closed with the singing of To God Be The Glory, which
summed up both a wonderful time of remembering God’s good
works and the expectation of His future good purposes for the
work of the Gospel in ASPC, across our nation and throughout
the world. The ASPC is located at 20 Parke Crescent, The Gap,
Alice Springs.  (Gary Ware NEW LIFE office@nlife.com.au –
adapted with permission)

Alice Springs PIM Church launched 
Nearly 80 people gathered from all around Australia for the
commencement service of Alice Springs Presbyterian Church
(ASPC) on the Lord’s Day, 21 July 2013. While the occasion was
special in nature, the defining purpose, was to worship God
through our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rob Duncanson, Convener of the PIM and pastor of Darwin
Presbyterian Church, led in a call to worship from Psalm 122,
reminding those present of the joy of gathering as the dwelling
place of God to praise His Name. Stuart Bonnington,
Superintendent of the PIM and pastor of Scots Church,
Fremantle, delivered a comprehensive narration of the steps
which had led up to the commencement of ASPC, in particular,
the negotiations to gain use of the AIM (Australian Indigenous
Ministries) building and residence as a home for the church and
the appointment of Rev Keith and Jenny Bell as church planters.
David Jones, Moderator- General of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia and pastor of Mt Stuart Presbyterian Church, Hobart,
prayed, constituting ASPC and declaring it established as a a
congregation of the PCA to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ in word and deed to the people of Central Australia.

Sam Hauzel of ASPC read Micah 6.18. John Wilson, Clerk of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, led the congregation in prayers
of intercession. Riak Gordon of ASPC read from Mark 12.28-34.
David Jones developed these themes of the readings in his
sermon, encouraging the new church about the great works

Presbyterian Moderator General, Rt Rev David Jones, (front, centre)
leads the singing.

WARM HEART IN THE RED CENTRE

Help advance gospel work in remote Australia 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy,
and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
thieves do not break in and steal.” 

As we enter our second century, the Presbyterian Inland Mission
has an expanding network of patrol ministries and mission
churches  across Australia through which we seek to proclaim
the Lord Jesus Christ by word and deed. Alongside sharing the
message of everlasting life in Jesus publically and privately, PIM
workers are involved in a wide range of caring/philanthropic
activities – including the provision of assistance to deal with the
impact of drought, isolation, suffering and medical emergencies.
All of our ministry activities continue in the Presbyterian Church,
the heritage of the Australian Inland Mission founded in 1912
under the leadership of John Flynn.

The PIM offers its ministry freely to all people who live in the

outback and inland areas of Australia, to the greater glory of God
and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We seek your partnership in helping us both sustain and expand
the ministry of the PIM.

MAKE A FINAL DONATION for the work of the Presbyterian Inland
Mission by remembering us in your will. When seeking the
advice and guidance of your Solicitor in drawing up your will
please consider using the following wording:

I ....... (Full Name) ...... give to the Presbyterian Church (New South
Wales) Property Trust for the PRESBYTERIAN

INLAND MISSION an amount of $................. (or a percentage of
your estate or a piece of property) free of testamentary charges
and duties for its general purposes (or specific purposes as
desired) and I declare that the Receipt of the Secretary of the
Trust shall be sufficient to discharge to my Executors.

BUT WHY WAIT FOR YOUR WILL? Give a gift now to help gospel
work in inland and outback Australia through the Presbyterian
Inland Mission

WILLS AND GIFTS
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 JOHN FLYNN
LIFE AND MINISTRY
For those wanting to know more about the Rev. Dr John
Flynn, founder of the Australian Inland Mission, then the
fact-filled DVD JOHN FLYNN LIFE AND MINISTRY will be
just what your are looking for. During the PIM Centenary
Year, Robert Benn travelled throughout Australia speaking
to various groups about this faithful servant of God. Due
to many requests, this DVD has been made available
based on Robert’s memorable talks.

The DVD covers Flynn’s early
years, his call to Christian
ministry, his achievements
through the AIM and its
associated ministries and
much more. The DVD
presentation JOHN FLYNN
LIFE AND MINISTRY is
engaging and will not disappoint.
Robert was Moderator-General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia between 2007-2010.

David and Kathy Alsop hear the call! 
David and Kathy Alsop (dkalsop@pim.org.au) have been
appointed to the Central Patrol in Queensland.

They are from the Callide Valley congregation (Qld) and have had
many years experience on the land and in various agricultural
businesses. David says ‘...the Lord has put a burden on our hearts

for people
west of
Biloela. We
know that
the rural
sector is
really
hurting. The
suicide rate
and marriage
problems are
rising. The
only true
solution is
trusting in
and having a
personal
relationship
with Jesus.
Every sermon

I have preached in the past 12 months seems like I have been
preaching to myself, preparing us to go and help such people by
sharing with them the love of Jesus by word and deed...’ David
and Kathy bring many spiritual and practical gifts to patrol
ministry and are eager to serve those on properties and in
outback communities.

THE LORD OF THE
HARVEST SENDS OUT
WORKERS

PIM PADRE TEAMS
Bert and Penny Pierce
E: bpierce@pim.org.au M: 0419 951 679 Mid West Patrol WA (Mt. Magnet PIM Church)

Chris and Sandra Woonings
E: cwoonings@pim.org.au M: 0428 665 123 Southern Patrol WA (Denmark PIM Church)

David and Gae McDonald
E: dmcdonald@pim.org.au M: 0438 218 551
John Flynn Patrol SA (‘Smith of Dunesk’ Beltana PIM Church)

Greg and Janet Cripps E: gjcripps@pim.org.au M: 0407 406 628 South Patrol Qld

David and Kathy Alsop E: dkalsop@pim.org.au M: 0408 786 898 Central Patrol Qld

Roger and Margaret Crane E: rcrane@pim.org.au M: 0439 515 163 North Patrol Qld

Laurie and Gwen Peake E: lpeake@pim.org.au Leichhardt Patrol Qld

Rod and Dawn Mallinson E: rmallinson@pim.au M: 0432 505 249 North Australia Patrol Qld/NT

PIM CHURCH WORKERS
Keith and Jenny Bell E: kjbell@pim.org.au M: 0438 719 956 Alice Springs PIM Church

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson E: convener@pim.org.au M: 0413 021 716 Darwin PIM Church

PRESBYTERIAN
INLAND MISSION
www.pim.org.au

NATIONAL OFFICE
PO Box 4014,
Croydon Hills VIC 3136

OFFICE MANAGER
Mike Timmins
T: 03 9005 8256
E: admin@pim.org.au

SUPERINTENDENT
Stuart Bonnington
T: 08 9398 1304
M: 0423 257 645
E: superintendent@pim.org.au

CONVENER
Robert Duncanson
T: 08 8945 7878
M: 0413 021 716
E: convener@pim.org.au

PRESBYTERIAN INLAND MISSION
2013 CHRISTMAS CARDS

Contact the office:
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136
Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
Order on the web at:
www.pim.org.au/merchandise.htm

PhtS

Come, let us worship the King!

Joy to the World! The Lord is Come:
Let Earth Receive her King.

1–3 packs @ $7.60 per pack | 4+ packs @ $6.50 per pack
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kindness flow from the indicatives of His great redeeming work
which His people have experienced, and which we experience
through Jesus.

The service closed with the singing of To God Be The Glory, which
summed up both a wonderful time of remembering God’s good
works and the expectation of His future good purposes for the
work of the Gospel in ASPC, across our nation and throughout
the world. The ASPC is located at 20 Parke Crescent, The Gap,
Alice Springs.  (Gary Ware NEW LIFE office@nlife.com.au –
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Alice Springs PIM Church launched 
Nearly 80 people gathered from all around Australia for the
commencement service of Alice Springs Presbyterian Church
(ASPC) on the Lord’s Day, 21 July 2013. While the occasion was
special in nature, the defining purpose, was to worship God
through our Redeemer, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Rob Duncanson, Convener of the PIM and pastor of Darwin
Presbyterian Church, led in a call to worship from Psalm 122,
reminding those present of the joy of gathering as the dwelling
place of God to praise His Name. Stuart Bonnington,
Superintendent of the PIM and pastor of Scots Church,
Fremantle, delivered a comprehensive narration of the steps
which had led up to the commencement of ASPC, in particular,
the negotiations to gain use of the AIM (Australian Indigenous
Ministries) building and residence as a home for the church and
the appointment of Rev Keith and Jenny Bell as church planters.
David Jones, Moderator- General of the Presbyterian Church of
Australia and pastor of Mt Stuart Presbyterian Church, Hobart,
prayed, constituting ASPC and declaring it established as a a
congregation of the PCA to proclaim the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ in word and deed to the people of Central Australia.

Sam Hauzel of ASPC read Micah 6.18. John Wilson, Clerk of the
Presbyterian Church of Victoria, led the congregation in prayers
of intercession. Riak Gordon of ASPC read from Mark 12.28-34.
David Jones developed these themes of the readings in his
sermon, encouraging the new church about the great works

Presbyterian Moderator General, Rt Rev David Jones, (front, centre)
leads the singing.

WARM HEART IN THE RED CENTRE

Help advance gospel work in remote Australia 
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy,
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treasures in heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where
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As we enter our second century, the Presbyterian Inland Mission
has an expanding network of patrol ministries and mission
churches  across Australia through which we seek to proclaim
the Lord Jesus Christ by word and deed. Alongside sharing the
message of everlasting life in Jesus publically and privately, PIM
workers are involved in a wide range of caring/philanthropic
activities – including the provision of assistance to deal with the
impact of drought, isolation, suffering and medical emergencies.
All of our ministry activities continue in the Presbyterian Church,
the heritage of the Australian Inland Mission founded in 1912
under the leadership of John Flynn.

The PIM offers its ministry freely to all people who live in the

outback and inland areas of Australia, to the greater glory of God
and in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.

We seek your partnership in helping us both sustain and expand
the ministry of the PIM.

MAKE A FINAL DONATION for the work of the Presbyterian Inland
Mission by remembering us in your will. When seeking the
advice and guidance of your Solicitor in drawing up your will
please consider using the following wording:

I ....... (Full Name) ...... give to the Presbyterian Church (New South
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WILLS AND GIFTS
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The DVD covers Flynn’s early
years, his call to Christian
ministry, his achievements
through the AIM and its
associated ministries and
much more. The DVD
presentation JOHN FLYNN
LIFE AND MINISTRY is
engaging and will not disappoint.
Robert was Moderator-General of the
Presbyterian Church of Australia between 2007-2010.

David and Kathy Alsop hear the call! 
David and Kathy Alsop (dkalsop@pim.org.au) have been
appointed to the Central Patrol in Queensland.

They are from the Callide Valley congregation (Qld) and have had
many years experience on the land and in various agricultural
businesses. David says ‘...the Lord has put a burden on our hearts

for people
west of
Biloela. We
know that
the rural
sector is
really
hurting. The
suicide rate
and marriage
problems are
rising. The
only true
solution is
trusting in
and having a
personal
relationship
with Jesus.
Every sermon

I have preached in the past 12 months seems like I have been
preaching to myself, preparing us to go and help such people by
sharing with them the love of Jesus by word and deed...’ David
and Kathy bring many spiritual and practical gifts to patrol
ministry and are eager to serve those on properties and in
outback communities.

THE LORD OF THE
HARVEST SENDS OUT
WORKERS

PIM PADRE TEAMS
Bert and Penny Pierce
E: bpierce@pim.org.au M: 0419 951 679 Mid West Patrol WA (Mt. Magnet PIM Church)

Chris and Sandra Woonings
E: cwoonings@pim.org.au M: 0428 665 123 Southern Patrol WA (Denmark PIM Church)

David and Gae McDonald
E: dmcdonald@pim.org.au M: 0438 218 551
John Flynn Patrol SA (‘Smith of Dunesk’ Beltana PIM Church)

Greg and Janet Cripps E: gjcripps@pim.org.au M: 0407 406 628 South Patrol Qld

David and Kathy Alsop E: dkalsop@pim.org.au M: 0408 786 898 Central Patrol Qld

Roger and Margaret Crane E: rcrane@pim.org.au M: 0439 515 163 North Patrol Qld

Laurie and Gwen Peake E: lpeake@pim.org.au Leichhardt Patrol Qld

Rod and Dawn Mallinson E: rmallinson@pim.au M: 0432 505 249 North Australia Patrol Qld/NT

PIM CHURCH WORKERS
Keith and Jenny Bell E: kjbell@pim.org.au M: 0438 719 956 Alice Springs PIM Church

Rob and Jeanette Duncanson E: convener@pim.org.au M: 0413 021 716 Darwin PIM Church

PRESBYTERIAN
INLAND MISSION
www.pim.org.au

NATIONAL OFFICE
PO Box 4014,
Croydon Hills VIC 3136

OFFICE MANAGER
Mike Timmins
T: 03 9005 8256
E: admin@pim.org.au

SUPERINTENDENT
Stuart Bonnington
T: 08 9398 1304
M: 0423 257 645
E: superintendent@pim.org.au

CONVENER
Robert Duncanson
T: 08 8945 7878
M: 0413 021 716
E: convener@pim.org.au

PRESBYTERIAN INLAND MISSION
2013 CHRISTMAS CARDS

Contact the office:
PO Box 4014
Croydon Hills Vic 3136
Ph: (03) 9005 8256
Fax: (03) 9876 1941
Order on the web at:
www.pim.org.au/merchandise.htm

PhtS

Come, let us worship the King!

Joy to the World! The Lord is Come:
Let Earth Receive her King.

1–3 packs @ $7.60 per pack | 4+ packs @ $6.50 per pack
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	 FELLOW WORKERS

I bet you didn’t know 
you’re a journalist. 

A freelance, volunteer one, that is.
fellow workers relies on people

like you to write & send in stories.
So encourage & inspire your 

fellow believers by sending your 
articles & pics to fw! 

You can also have 
the newsletter sent 
to your email inbox

 for free!  
Just contact

ed.fellowworkers@gmail.
com 

The	readers	of	the	Chelsea-Mentone	
News,	an	independent	newpaper,	
(www.mpnews.com.au)	have	recently	
had	the	opportunity	to	ponder	the	
artwork	of	a	young	Presbyterian,	a	
member	at	Pioneers	Cheltenham.	

Nichola	Brown	exhibited	her	2012	major	
VCE	artwork,	‘Realisation:	the	truth	of	all	
matter’	at	the	Kingston	City’s	recent	‘Faith	in	
Art’	show,	at	St	Nicholas’	Church,	Mordialloc.	
Her	painting	clearly	depicts	a	professor	sud-
denly	realising	that	‘the	descent	of	man’	model	
belongs	firmly	on	the	side	of	Harry	Potter,	
leprechauns,	Gollum,	centaurs	and	Pegasus,	
ie.	fantasy.	The	newspaper	article	(on	page	
3	of	the	7-20	August	edition),	features	an	
excellent	photo	of	the	artwork,	so	residents	of	
the	area	have	another	opportunity	to	consider	
truth.	What	a	lovely	example	of	making	good	
use	of	the	opportunities	presented	to	us	by	
God,	and	in	this	case	St	Nicholas’	and	the	City	
of	Kingston.

Roslyn Brown
Pioneers Presbyterian Church Cheltenham

Christian art in the public square: 
young Presbyterian’s message through art gets noticed

“the	‘descent	
of	man’	
model	

belongs	
alongside	

Harry	Potter”
Small booklets 

on helpful 
topics...

PTC Media has a large 
range of booklet titles 

from CCEF. 
These are helpfully 

written for easy reading 
on topics such as 
marriage, eating 

disorders, grief and anger.  
Contact Mignon on 0400 
880 515 or ptcmedia@

hotmail.com for a full list 
of titles.

EXPRESSIONS OF 
INTEREST...

...are	sought	by	Sunraysia	
Presbyterian	Church
to	supply	preaching	and	
pastoral	needs.	

A	qualified	elder,	or	a	
retired	minister,	could	
end	a	long	vacancy.	
For	full	details	contact
Interim	Moderator,	Rev	Dr	
D	Clarnette	
0409236981,	5021	3456	
or	dallasbooks@bigpond.
com


